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CONFIDENTIAL BAGHDAD 0573 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR MASS MORG IZ 

SUBJECT: IRAQI MILITARY SEEKS TO MODERNIZE ITS AIRCRAFT AND 
ITS INTERNAL STRUCTURE 

1 . LONG-STANDING RUMORS AMONG BAGHDAD'S DIPLOMATS CONCERNING 
IRAQI PURCHASES OF WESTERN MILITARY AIRCRAFT, SOVIET 
DISENCHANTMENT, AND THE REORGANIZATION OF THE IRAQI MILITARY 
HAVE RECENTLY TAKEN ON NEW LIFE. ALTHOUGH THE IRAQIS HAD 
EARLIER NEGOTIATED FOR THE PURCHASE OF MIRAGES, THERE ARE 
NOW STRONG INDICATIONS OF IRAQI INTEREST IN THE BRITISH 
JAGUAR. WE HAVE BEEN TOLD THAT IRAQI TECHNICAL AND 
CONTRACT COMMITTEES HAVE APPROVED THE PURCHASE OF THE 
JAGUAR AND THAT AGREEMENT ON PILOT TRAINING HAS BEEN 
REACHED. AS WITH THE MIRAGE, PRICE IS REPORTEDLY THE MAJOR 
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REMAINING HURDLE. 

2. WE HAVE ALSO HEARD REPORTS OF IRAQI DISCONTENT WITH 
SOVIET PRESSURE AND RELUCTANCE TO PROVIDE SUFFICIENTLY 
SOPHISTICATED WEAPONS, ESPECIALLY THE MIG-25. THE 
INDIANS, WHO ASSIST IRAQ WITH ITS MIG-23’S, BELIEVE 

THAT THE IRAQIS ARE EMPLOYING THE BOGEY OF WESTERN 
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AIRCRAFT PURCHASES TO ENCOURAGE A MORE REASONABLE 
SOVIET APPROACH ON PRICE AND QUALITY OF ARMS SUPPLIES. 

3. THERE ARE ALSO REPORTS THAT THE IRAQIS HAVE BEEN 
CONSIDERING A MAJOR REORGANIZATION OF THEIR MILITARY. 

THE BASIC IDEA IS TO CREATE A SMALLER, MORE TECHNICALLY 
COMPETENT AND MORE IDEOLOGICALLY COMMITTED MILITARY 
FORCE BY ELIMINATING THE DRAFT FOR SHIA PEASANTS. REMOVING 
UNRELIABLE SHIA OFFICERS, AND PERHAPS ENCOURAGING MEMBERS 
OF THE BAATH PARTY AND THE PEOPLE'S ARMY TO ENLIST IN 

THE IRAQI ARMY. SUCH A REORGANIZATION WOULD ALSO PROVIDE 
A SUITABLE ATMOSPHERE FOR THE RAPID PROMOTION OF MILITARY 
OFFICERS WHO ARE MEMBERS OF THE PARTY. 

4. AT THIS TIME, HOWEVER, THE TREND IS IN THE OPPOSITE 
DIRECTION AS THE MILITARY PREPARES FOR MOPPING UP OPERA- 
TIONS IN THE KURDISH AREA. DRAFTEES HAVE BEEN RETAINED 
BEYOND THEIR ORIGINAL SERVICE EXPIRATION DATES, NEW 
OFFICERS ARE REQUIRED TO SERVE AN EXTRA YEAR, AND SENIOR 
SUNNI NCOS AND JUNIOR OFFICERS ARE STRONGLY ENCOURAGED 
TO REMAIN WITH THE MILITARY. ONLY SOME SHIA OFFICERS 
HAVE APPARENTLY BEEN REMOVED AND THEN USUALLY TO LESS 
SENSITIVE POSTS RATHER THAN FROM THE MILITARY ITSELF. 

5. PERSONAL RIVALRIES BETWEEN IZZAT IBRAHIM, KAMAL 
YASIN, AND ADNAN KHEIRALLA, PICKED BY SEVERAL MILITARY 
ATTACHES AS THE NEXT DEFENSE MINISTER, PROBABLY EXACERBATE 
INTERNAL DIFFERENCES REGARDING THE FUNCTION AND STRUCTURE 
OF THE IRAQI MILITARY. 
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6. COMMENT: SEVERAL SENIOR IRAQI OFFICERS ARE 

KNOWN TO CHAMPION A DIVERSIFICATION OF IRAQ'S ARMS SUPPLIERS. 
BUT SOVIET READINESS TO ENHANCE IRAQ'S DEFENSE CAPABILITY, 
POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS, AND THE GOI'S FINANCIAL CONSERVA- 
TISM SUGGEST THAT IRAQ WILL CONTINUE TO RELY ON SOVIET 
MILITARY EQUIPMENT. THE REACTIVATION OF THE MIRAGE 
AND JAGUAR SALES POSSIBILITIES MAY BE AN ATTEMPT TO 
PRESSURE THE SOVIETS TO DELIVER MIG-25'S OR TO ASSIST WITH 
THE CREATION OF A NATIVE ARMS INDUSTRY. 

7. A SMALLER, MORE IDEOLOGICALLY COMMITTED MILITARY 
ALSO POSES SEVERAL PROBLEMS FOR THE DOMINANT CIVILIAN 
WING OF THE BAATH PARTY. EXTRAORDINARILY SENSITIVE 

TO ANY SIGN OF INTERNAL DISSIDENCE, THE REGIME NEEDS THE 
SHIA PEASANT SOLDIERS TO MAINTAIN AN EXTENSIVE BLANKET 
OF OCCUPATION IN THE KURDISH MOUNTAINS. FURTHERMORE, A 
MORE TIGHTLY KNIT BAATHI ARMY MIGHT PRODUCE INDIVIDUALS 
ABLE AND WILLING TO CHALLENGE THE CIVILIAN PARTY FUNCTION- 
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ARIES, INCLUDING SADDAM HUSSEIN, WHO ARE NOW IN DOMINANT 
POSITIONS. 

WILEY 
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